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Human activities
The types of activities are diverse on the site: nature sports,  
hunting/ fishing and herding in high altitude prairie. Free or  
supervised hiking is the most popular sport in the natural reserve 
whether it be in summer or winter (snowshoeing, cross-country 
skiing). 
The manager of the natural reserve supports the local players at 
the origin of socio-economic activities. The territorial integration 
of the natural reserve thus allows sustainable practices to be pos-
sible, maintaining this natural heritage for the benefit of present 
and future generations.

The management of the reserve
To carry out the preservation project, the key tasks of the
Eyne Valley natural reserve are:
•  Permanent monitoring of the fauna and flora, with the interven-

tion of many scientists, enables to suggest better conservation 
measures.

•  Carrying out management actions for the maintain of  
biodiversity in connection with pastoralism.

•  Enforcing the specific legislation by commissioned  
representatives.

• Informing, educating, sensitising and training people.

Make sure you stay on the marked paths and respect the legisla-
tion of the site. Walking outside the trails can disturb wildlife. 
The Eyne Valley is the land of pasturing herds for the summer. 
Keep your distance and respect the cattle. The mountain remains  
dangerous, take appropriate equipment, check the weather  
forecast and let people around you know about your route.

Together, let’s protect Nature

Educational opportunities
The Eyne Valley House is a permanent showcase for the  
Natural Reserve. Moreover, it is an interpretative centre of the 
human and natural heritage. You will find there exhibitions 
and animations about biodiversity.

Maison de la Vallée d’Eyne
3 Avenue de Cerdanya, 66800 Eyne

Site : valleedeyne.wordpress.com • Tél. 04 68 04 97 05
        LaMaisonDeLaValleeDEyne

The Eyne Natural Reserve 
is part of a network 
of 11 Catalan Natural 
Reserves.

Regulations and safety instructions
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Welcome to the Eyne Valley 
Natural Reserve 
The Eyne Valley is an ideal botanical sanctuary and a  
must-see for all the plant lovers. Since the 17th century,  
numerous botanists have explored this natural area looking 
for rare and emblematic species. 
These scientific expeditions have therefore contributed to 
improving the reputation of the site leading to the creation of 
the national natural reserve in 1993.

The cliffs and the screes show a specific flora living there such as 
the Androsace Vandelli appearing under the shape of cushions to 
protect itself from the cold, as well as the Izard’s Parsley ➍ which 
is endemic to the Pyrenees. The bearded vulture and the griffon 
vultures looking for updrafts, are flying all over the cliff.
The high crests represent the hardest natural areas with strong 
winds and extreme temperatures. Rock ptarmingans ➎ move 
silently about thanks to their snowshoe-shaped feet and their 
grey stone camouflage in summer, turning snow-white in  
winter. The Alpine Gentian ➏ can easily be recognised with its  
ocean blue colour and its unique shape. 
The Pyrenean marsh fritillary ➐ has chosen to live exclusively 
in the Alpine Gentian which often welcomes its caterpillar on its 
leaves.

The most important
concentration of bumblebees in
the world are to be found in the
Eyne site! The reserve accounts
alone for 33 species out of 42
known in the whole of France !

Altitude meadows and 
rocky peaks 
Above the “orri de Baix”, the true heart of the Eyne Valley 
unveils its nards meadows, its screes and its high crests. The  
weather conditions are extreme and compel the species to be 
very adapted.

Being a crucial interest for the reserve, nardus grasslands are  
altitude meadows including a great number of flowers such as 
the Pyrenean Gentian. This richness of flowers creates a great  
diversity of pollinators among which wild bees.
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The low marshes and bogs areas are very localised in the reserve 
so they constitute a fragile and specific flora. Mounds of sphag-
num are thus one of the typical habitats, creating boggy areas such 
as a giant sponge filling itself with water. The beautiful felwort ➋, 
or else the butterwort ➌, a carnivorous plant trapping insects 
thanks to its sticky leaves, are part of the emblematic plants of the 
wet areas. The least moonwort is also present, a very rare fern, part 
of the species which are of paramount importance for the reserve.

The Eyne Valley Natural Reserve overhangs the Cerdanya  
plain, a crossroad of Spanish, Catalan and French cultures. The 
reserve cuts the Puigmal and Cambre d’Aze massif and opens 
the route to Spain via the Pass of Nuria (2724m).

The diversity of the soils ( greiss, micaschists, quartz and marbles) 
of the site linked to the altitudinal gradient (from 1600m to 2850m) 
and to the climatic conditions (oceanic, mediterranean and  
continental) have shaped the natural environments, creating a  
variety of unusual landscapes.

Mankind has also put a hand on these areas thanks to the ancestral 
practices of the agro-sylvo pastoralism.
Signs of their presence can still be observed on the site such as 
dry stone huts, called “orris”  ➊.

The wet areas
The reserve is made up with different wet areas, forming a 
functional and vital mosaic.. 

The Eina river flows through the site and shelters an important  
population of aquatic micro-mammals such as the Pyrenean  
desman, nicknamed “trumpet rat”. It is only present in the  
Pyrenees and in the north-western quart of the Iberian Peninsula. 
A rich variety of aquatic invertebrates is also part of the river with 
more than 465 species among which 16 newly species, recently  
discovered for science.

The Eyne Valley offers a magnificent and varied  
landscapes from typical Pyrenean pine forests to a pat-
chwork of moors and meadows surrounded by crests and its 
high peaks. Among all these rich areas in biodiversity, the  
natural reserve is particularly interested in wet areas and 
in the grasses housing a great diversity of very specific and 
rare species.


